STG SAR Working Group Telecon

October 29, 2008

Participants:  Yves Crevier (CSA), Dana Floriciou (DLR), Ken Jezek (OSU)

Agenda

Progress Reports

Comments on Draft Press Release

Suggested sites for developing SAR image sets

Schedule

Minutes

DLR is working on a press release likely to be distributed next week.  DLR needs help from OSU in creating a couple of graphics showing planned coverage.  DLR will begin test acquisitions over the RAMP glacier starting on Oct 30.  Currently, InSAR acquisitions are planned for one pair (two repeat pass) in consecutive, 11-day, TerraSAR-X cycles over the selected area. The acquisitions must be expanded over 6 TerraSAR-X cycles due to conflicts between adjacent beams needed to cover the area.  Data will be downlinked to Neustrelitz ground station.  Pending assessment of the test, an additional acquisition (for a third pass) could be planned for November 21.  Decision on a third coverage must be made before November 18. This would extend the minimum acquisition period to 9 TerraSAR-X cycles (until 26.01.2009)
CSA and MDA have discovered complications with the R2 imaging of Antarctica.  The length of single acquisitions and the amount of on board recorder time result in conflicts with commercial requests.  The number of slew maneuvers also exceeds the design specifications for the system.  The solution is simply to spread the planned 8-day acquisition period over two cycles.  Because these are not interferometric acquisitions, there should not be any corruption of the final science product.  MDA has now completed about 68% coverage.  MDA has agreed to attempt the InSAR campaign for regions south of 76o south latitude.  They are planning to slew the spacecraft to allow for 3 successive coverages of the hole (cycles 16, 17, 18) (Thanks to G. Rigby for this post telecon information).  CSA management remains enthusiastic about a press release but is presently embargoed until all ministerial appointments are announced.
Given the differing constraints faced by each agency, it was agreed that press releases would be prepared and distributed independently by each agency and that each release would primarily highlight that agency’s contribution.  However it was suggested that each press release contain a couple of sentences that describe the STG SAR group collaboration.  Ideally, these few sentences would be the same for each release.  DLR has written such a short description and will distribute a draft.  The agencies might also consider including contact information for all of the partners in each press release (highlighting their own contacts of course).

Given that the press releases will be independent, the image vignettes idea was reviewed.  The vignettes still seem like a good way of assembling a common image set for L, C and X band images that could form the basis for a later STG publication or later press release.  CSA and DLR endorsed the idea during the telecom.  JAXA has also expressed interest in pursuing this idea.

CSA proposed that the science community working with the agencies prepare a white paper describing requirements for derived products of ‘global’ interest.  The white paper would identify product types (for example geocoded maps with some common projection parameters and standardized metadata), establish the requirements (resolution, velocity post spacing), provide a justification for why these are scientifically unique products, and why these products would be of interest to the science community, policy makers and the public at large.  The document would help set the strategy for processing the data now being acquired.  OSU will contact members of the science community to request their help in preparing the document to be presented at the February STG meeting.

Actions
1)  OSU to prepare graphic products for DLR press release (map of Recovery and RAMP glaciers with coverage overlays)

2) OSU to send email to science community about the strategy for developing derived products of global interest

3) OSU to email MDA concerning options for 2-3 cycles of InSAR mapping with R2

4) OSU to email MDA concerning the spread of mapping acquisitions over two cycles.

5) DLR to prepare and distribute draft press release for comment

6) CSA to prepare and distribute draft press release after embargo is lifted

7) DLR to distribute draft of ‘2’ sentences that could be common for each press release.

